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ITEMS TO REMEMBER

JUNE

June   1: On or before this date, certify to County Treasurer a list of the names and addresses of all
persons who have money due them from the township.  (IC 6-1.1-22-14)

June  10:  If a school township has become a part of a school corporation organized under Chapter 202,
Acts 1959, as amended, and if the reorganized school unit is obligated for civil aid bond
retirement, the trustee will receive from the school corporation an amount of money sufficient
to pay civil aid bonds and coupons coming due July 1.  (IC 20-4-1-35)

June: All local investment officers shall reconcile at least monthly the balance of public funds as
disclosed by the records of the local officers, with the balance statements provided by the
respective depositories.  (IC 5-13-6-1) (The preceding month's ending record balance must
be reconciled with the respective bank statement(s).)

JULY

July   1: On or before this date the trustees who pay their poor relief directly shall supply the county
auditor with Township Trustees' Quarterly Poor Relief Report of Actual and Estimated
Receipts and Disbursements (Township P.R. Form 8, 1993) as discussed in Township
Trustees' Bulletin, Vol. 223, November 1993.

July   4: Independence Day - Legal Holiday (IC 1-1-9-1)

July  14: Dog Tax Distribution by Auditor of State - on or before this date the County Auditor makes
distribution to townships having reported unpaid claims.  (Second Monday in July) (IC 15-5-9-
11)

July  15: Last day to make pension report and payment for first quarter by townships participating in
PERF.

July  31: Last day to file quarterly report, Form 941, to the Internal Revenue Service for federal and
social security taxes for the second quarter.

July  31: Last day to make report for second quarter to the Indiana Employment Security Division.
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July: All local investment officers shall reconcile at least monthly the balance of public funds as
disclosed by the records of the local officers, with the balance statements provided by the
respective depositories.  (IC 5-13-6-1) (The preceding month's ending record balance must
be reconciled with the respective bank statement(s).)

AUGUST

Aug.   4: On the first Monday of each August the Trustee shall post, in a conspicuous place near his
office, a verified statement showing the indebtedness of the township in detail and giving the
number and total amount of outstanding orders, warrants and accounts.  (IC 36-6-4-10)

Aug.  31: Last day for first publication of Township Budget (10 days prior to the public hearing).  (IC 6-
1.1-17-3)

NOTE: See the Township Trustees' Bulletin, Volume 238, August 1997 for new budget dates or call
the State Board of Tax Commissioners at (317) 232-3773. 

NOTE: The township board should set the salaries of township officials and employees except
assessing officials and employees, in conjunction with the preparation and completion of the
township budget.  (Use Township Form 17)

August: All local investment officers shall reconcile at least monthly the balance of public funds as
disclosed by the records of the local officers, with the balance statements provided by the
respective depositories. (IC 5-13-6-1) (The preceding month's ending record balance must be
reconciled with the respective bank statement(s).)

GOVERNMENT ENTITIES AND SPECIAL FUEL TAXES

Please note the Indiana Department of Revenue's latest guidelines are the October, 1996 Special Fuel Tax
Compliance Manual, and an April 4, 1996 Special Fuel Licensing and Reporting Changes Notice.  The
guidelines concern the taxation, licensing, and reporting on special fuels.  Please note the April 4, 1996 Notice
states in part "Effective July 1, 1996, persons who qualify as dyed fuel users will be registered with the
Department and will be required to file monthly returns."  

Inquiries may be directed to the Department of Revenue, Special Tax Division at (317) 232-1860.

Questions pertaining to Federal requirements including federal diesel tax exemption under Section 4082 of the
Internal Revenue Code to operate motor vehicles on highways with dyed fuel should be directed to the Internal
Revenue Service at 1-800-829-1040.

Please contact these agencies for any applicable questions if your township uses special fuels.
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COMPENSATORY TIME - FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT

The following article was contributed by the Indianapolis Office of the Wage and Hour Division of the United
States Department of Labor.  

Use of Compensatory Time Off Under the Fair Labor Standards Act

The Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) is a federal law that sets standards for minimum wage, overtime, and
child labor.  Under Sec. 7(o), public sector employers may provide compensatory time off in lieu of monetary
overtime compensation.  The compensatory time off must be at the rate of not less than 1 and 1/2 hours for
each overtime hour worked.

As a condition for use of compensatory time off in lieu of overtime payment in cash, an agreement of
understanding must be reached prior to performance of the work.  Such an agreement may involve a collective
bargaining agreement, a memorandum of understanding, or any other type of agreement between the public
agency and the employees' representative.  (If the employees do not have a representative, then the agreement
must be between the public agency and the individual employee.)  The agreement may contain provisions that
address the preservation, use, or cashing out of compensatory time, as long as they are consistent with Sec.
7(o).

As an example, if an agreement specifically provides that an employee must use accrued compensatory time
prior to the use of vacation leave, then this policy would be within the FLSA, assuming that empolyees have
knowingly and voluntarily agreed to such a provision freely and without coercion or pressure.  On the other
hand, if the compensatory agreement did not specifically address that issue, then the employer could not
require an employee to take their accrued compensatory time prior to vacation leave.

Here's a different type of example:  An agreement states that requests for compensatory time off have to be
submitted with adequate advance notice and that management will approve them based on scheduling needs,
allowing only one employee off per shift.  Sec. 7(o)(5) of FLSA says that requests for use of compensatory time
off will be permitted within a "reasonable period", if such use does not "unduly disrupt" the operations of the
agency.  In this example, the agreement would be inconsistent with the FLSA since it would allow for the denial
of a request for reasons other than unduly disrupting the operations of the agency.

Remember, there are ceilings on how much FLSA compensatory time off an employee may accumulate:
480 hours of compensatory time off (representing 320 overtime hours work) for employees engaged

in public safety, emergency response, or seasonal activity
240 hours of compensatory time off (representing 160 overtime hours worked) for all other

employees

When employees reach these ceilings, any additional overtime that is worked must be paid.  FLSA
compensatory time off stays on the books until the employee uses the time or until it is paid out.  Employees
cannot "use or lose" compensatory time off.
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For answers to other questions on the Fair Labor Standards Act or the Family and Medical Leave Act, contact
your nearest U.S. Dept. of Labor, Wage & Hour office: Indianapolis: 317/226-6801; South Bend: 219/236-8331.

ELECTED OFFICIALS - LEAVE POLICY

We have received questions concerning the authority (or need) for elected officials to be included in the
townships' vacation leave, sick leave, death leave, or other leave policy.  

We have not taken audit exception to an elected official's compensation as long as the office to which the
official was elected performs the duties and responsibilities of the office.  Whether the elected official personally
does the work, whether the elected official personally maintains office hours, or whether the elected official
shows up at the office are matters to be determined locally.  Keep in mind our audit position relates only to
elected officials.  We recommend the township attorney provide specific written guidance that conflicts do not
exist with IC 35-44-2-4, the Ghost Employee Statute.  
In those few instances where elected officials choose to be included in such employee benefit policy (and were
included in the authorizing resolution), the officials must maintain proper attendance records (the same as all
other township employees) which shall clearly disclose days worked, days missed, type of leave taken, etc.
We are of the audit position the requirement for keeping proper attendance records would require these
decisions should not be made just prior to the close of the official's term.  

A township is authorized to "grant vacation with pay, sick leave, paid holidays, and other similar benefits by
ordinance" (resolution) to "employees of the political subdivision" pursuant to IC 5-10-6-1.  The term
"employees" is not defined.   

NEW LAWS AFFECTING TOWNSHIPS

The following is a digest of some of the laws passed by the 1997 Regular and Special
Sessions of the General Assembly affecting townships.  Please note the effective dates.  Some of the laws
do not pertain directly to townships but are included in the digest for ready reference to the covered subject
matter.

The digest is not intended as an expression of legal interpre-  tation.  Nor is the digest intended
to be all inclusive.  References in the digest will be to the Indiana Code in the following form (Amends IC
12-20-9-6) (Amends Indiana Code, Title 12, Article 20, Chapter 9, Section 6).

PUBLIC LAW 2 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 7.  EFFECTIVE VARIOUS DATES.  TAX RATES,
PETITIONS, BUDGETS, CREDIT CARDS.  Amends IC 6-1.1-17-3 to provide the trustee of each township
of the county shall: (1) estimate the amount necessary to meet the cost of poor relief in the township  for
the  ensuing 
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budget year; and (2) publish with the township budget a tax rate sufficient to meet the estimated cost of
poor relief.

Amends IC 6-1.1-20-3.2 concerning the petition and remonstrance process to provide filing of petitions in
compliance, not earlier than thirty (30) days or later than sixty (60) days after publication in accordance with
IC 5-3-1.  Also provides a petition or remonstrance described must verify compliance before the petition
or remonstrance is filed with the county auditor.  Requires instructions to be provided.

Amends Item 6 to provide withdrawal of a petition carries the same consequences as a defeated petition.
Also amends Item 7 to provide after the process, a political subdivision is not required to follow any other
remonstrance or objection procedures under any other law related to bonds or leases.  However,
compliance is still required with IC 6-1.1-18.5-8 or IC 6-1.1-19-8.

Amends IC 36-1-8-11(c) concerning payments to political subdivisions for any purpose.

Adds IC 36-6-4-19 provides the township executive may pay township funds for the purposes of supporting
a drug awareness program that is implemented in schools.

PUBLIC LAW 5 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 346.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997 AND MAY 1, 2001. PUBLIC
RETIREMENT FUNDS.  Amends and adds to various sections of IC 5 concerning public retirement
provisions, including adding IC 5-10-2-8, Voluntary Supplemental Retirement Plans for Political
Subdivisions.    

PUBLIC LAW 6 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1783.  EFFECTIVE VARIOUS DATES.  PROPERTY TAX
STUDY COMMITTEE.  Establishes the Property Tax Study Committee to study and report on various tax
matters.

Makes various changes to IC 6-1.1 concerning assessing and tax rates,  including changes to IC 6-1.1-
18.5-11 to provide for per diem for local government tax control board members.  Makes similar changes
to IC 6-1.1-19-4.1 concerning school control board members.  

Adds IC 6-1.1-31-10 concerning the State Board of Tax Commissioners adopting rules concerning
amended personal property tax returns, refunds, additional assessments and tax payments.

Adds IC 6-1.1-31.5 concerning the State Board of Tax Commissioners adopting computer specification
standards for certification of:

(1) computer operating systems; 
(2) computer software;
(3) software providers;
(4) computer service providers; and
(5) computer equipment providers.
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The rules shall provide for the prompt updating of assessment data.   Provides the county assessor with
the recommendation of the township assessor shall select the computer system used by the township
assessors and the county assessors except in a county with a township assessor elected under IC 36-6-5-1
in every township.  Those county assessors shall select computer systems based on a majority vote of the
township assessors in the county.  All information on the computer system shall be readily accessible to
township assessors.  

Adds IC 6-1.1-31.7 concerning professional appraisers and professional appraisal firms.

Adds IC 6-1.1-33-7 concerning the Division of Tax Review shall annually determine the variance between
assessed valuation and true tax value.

Adds IC 6-1.1-35-1 effective January 1, 1999 concerning Tax Board assessing manuals.  

Adds IC 6-1.1-35-1.1 effective January 1, 1999 concerning each elected assessor being certified "level two"
or employ at least one certified "level two" assessor-appraiser.  Provides each elected trustee-assessor
is expected to obtain the certification of a "level one" assessor appraiser.

Adds various other provisions with various later effective dates concerning debt limitations, computer
systems, etc.

PUBLIC LAW 8 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1404.  EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 1997.  LEGISLATIVE
DOCUMENTS.  Adds IC 2-6-1.5-0.5 and amends IC 2-6-1.5-5 to provide not more than fourteen (14) days
(including Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays) after the last day the Governor must take action on
enrolled acts passed during any session of the general assembly.  

PUBLIC LAW 9 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1520.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  INDIANA CODE
DISTRIBUTIONS.  Amends IC 2-6-1.5-4 concerning the Legislative Service Agency providing copies of the
Indiana Code to local officials.  
           
PUBLIC LAW 10 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1542.  EFFECTIVE VARIOUS DATES.  STATE BOARD OF
ACCOUNTS CALLED MEETINGS.  OPTICAL IMAGING.  STATE GRANTS.  TEMPORARY LOANS.
Amends IC 5-11-14-1 to provide that each official attending a conference called under this section be
allowed for each mile necessarily traveled going to and returning from the conference by the most
expeditious route, a sum for mileage at a rate determined by the county fiscal body. 

Amends IC 5-15-6-3 as amended by Senate Enrolled Act 10, Public Law 47-1997 to provide "Original
records" includes the optical image of a check when:
(1) the check is recorded, copied, or reproduced by an optical imaging process described in IC 5-15-6-3(e);
(2) the drawer of the check receives an optical image of the check after the check is processed for
payment.
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IC 5-15-6-3(f) now provides original records may be disposed of only with the approval of the commission
according to guidelines established by the commission.  However, the guidelines established by the
commission concerning the disposal of financial records must be approved by the State Board of Accounts
before the guidelines become effective.  

TEMPORARY LOANS
Amends IC 36-1-8-4 to add item (b) if the fiscal body of a political subdivision determines that an
emergency exists that requires an extension of the prescribed period of a transfer under this section, the
prescribed period may be extended for not more than six (6) months beyond the budget year of the year
in which the transfer occurs if the fiscal body does the following:
(1) Passes an ordinance or a resolution that contains the following:

(A) A statement that the fiscal body has determined that an
emergency exists.
(B) A brief description of the grounds for the emergency.
(C) The date the loan will be repaid that is not more than six (6)
months beyond the budget year in which the transfer occurs.

(2) Immediately forwards the ordinance or resolution to the State Board of Accounts and the State Board
of Tax Commissioners.

STATE GRANTS
Adds IC 36-1-8-12 to provide (a) if a political subdivision received state grant money requiring local
matching money, the political subdivision shall create a special fund and deposit the grant money and
matching money into the special fund.  The money in the fund may be used only for the purposes of the
grant. (b) if a political subdivision completes the project for which the state grant money was provided and
money remains in the fund:

(1) the political subdivision shall transfer the state's share
of the remaining money to the Treasurer of State for deposit in
the fund from which the grant was made; and 
(2) the political subdivision's pro rata share of the remaining
money reverts to the political subdivision's general fund.

Adds Section 38 the Local Government Finance Study Commission established by SEA 194-1997 to meet
on the call of the co-chairs. 

PUBLIC LAW 19 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1945.  EFFECTIVE MAY 13, 1997 AND JULY 1, 1997.
PUBLIC RECORDS - ENHANCED ACCESSED.  ELECTRONIC DIGITAL SIGNATURE ACT.  Adds IC 5-
14-3-3.6 providing a public agency may provide enhanced access to public records maintained by the
public agencies including through the computer gateway administered by the Intellenet Commission
established under IC 5-21-2.  

Amends IC 5-14-3-9 concerning denials of disclosure by public agencies or requests made by telephone
and facsimile.  

Adds IC 5-21-6 to provide for the Enhanced Data Access Review Committee.  

Adds IC 5-22 concerning the Electronic Digital Signature Act.
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PUBLIC LAW 21 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 178.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  SURPLUS  COMPUTER
HARDWARE.  Adds IC 4-13.4-2-12.6 concerning surplus computer hardware that is not usable by state
agencies.  Item (d) provides surplus computer hardware available for sale must be offered first to an
educational entity.  Notice of the sale must be given to the corporation for educational technology and to
each school corporation through publication in a publication of the Department of Education or other
appropriate association or department.  Item (e) sealed bids shall be delivered by educational entities to
the Office of the Commissioner before the date of the sale to educational entities.  Surplus personal
property shall be sold to the highest responsible bidder as determined by the Commissioner.  The
Department shall deliver possession of the surplus property to the successful bidder after the bidder
submits an executed purchase order to the department.  Item (f) if the surplus computer hardware: (1) is
not sold to an educational entity under this section; and (2) had an original purchase price of more than two
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500); the property shall be offered for sale to political subdivisions as
described in section 12.5 of this chapter. 

Adds IC 4-13.4-2-12.7 concerning donation of surplus computer hardware to an educational entity or a
school corporation if the equipment is not sold.  

PUBLIC LAW 22 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 472.  EFFECTIVE MAY 13, 1997, JULY 1, 1997, JULY 1,
1998.  COLLECTION AGENCY SERVICES.  Amends IC 5-17-4-2 to provide that a unit of local government
may (1) contract with a collection agency to collect any amount owed to the local unit of government; and
(2) authorize a collection agency in a contract for collection services to collect from the debtor a collection
fee.

Adds IC 5-17-4-4 to provide a unit of local government or an agency of a unit of local government may
award a contract for collection services used in any procedure authorized by statute.

Adds IC 5-22-6.5 to provide a unit of local government or an agency of a unit of local government may let
contracts for the performance of certain services.   

Also adds similar provisions IC 5-17-4-2 and IC 5-17-4-4.

PUBLIC LAW 28 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1784.  EFFECTIVE VARIOUS DATES.  ELECTRONIC
FUNDS TRANSFER, STATE TAX LIABILITY.  Amends various chapters of IC 6 concerning state taxes
including IC 6-3-4-8.1, effective Janunary 1, 1998, decreasing to ten thousand dollars ($10,000) from
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) the amount for which the entity shall remit the monthly withholding taxes
due by electronic fund transfer (as defined in IC 4-8.1-2-7).  The transfer shall be made on or before the
date the remittance is due.  
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PUBLIC LAW 32 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 163.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  COMMISSION ON
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS.  Amends and adds to IC 4-23-24.2 concerning appointments for
vacancies.

PUBLIC LAW 34 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1874.  EFFECTIVE VARIOUS DATES. PETITION
PROCEDURES.  Amends IC 5-1-1-1 concerning leases executed before March 31, 1997.

PUBLIC LAW 38 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1370.  EFFECTIVE MAY 13, 1997 AND JULY  1, 1997.
PUBLIC ADVERTISING.  Amends IC 5-3-1-4 to now provide (a) whenever officers of a political subdivision
are required to publish a notice affecting a political subdivision, they shall publish the notice in two (2)
newspapers published in the political subdivision.  Part (d) is amended to provide if no newspaper is
published in the political subdivision, then publication shall be made in a newspaper published in the county
in which the political subdivision is located and that circulates within the political subdivision.  

Amends item (f) to provide a political subdivision may, in its discretion, publish public notices in a qualified
publication or additional newspapers to provide supplementary notification.   

The requirement in IC 5-3-1-4(a) is eliminated, concerning designation of the newspapers.  

Adds section 5 to provide notwithstanding IC 5-3-1-0.4(3) as amended by this act, the definition of a
newspaper in IC 5-3-1-0.4 includes a newspaper that has been entered, authorized, and accepted by the
United States Postal Service for at least three (3) consecutive years as mailable matter of the (1) second
class (as defined in 39 U.S.C. 3622); or (2) periodicals class.  This section expires July 2, 1999.  

Adds section 6 to provide notwithstanding IC 5-3-1-0.7(a)(9) the definition of a qualified publication in IC
5-3-1-0.7 includes a publication that has been entered, authorized, and accepted by the United States
Postal Service as mailable matter of:
(1) requestor second class or of the third class (as defined in 39 U.S.C. 3623); or (2) standard mail (A)
class; for the time published.

PUBLIC LAW 39 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1036.  EFFECTIVE MAY 12, 1997 AND JULY 1, 1996
(RETROACTIVE).  PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT FUND INVESTMENTS.  Adds IC 5-10-0.5 which
provides limitations on investments made by the Public Employees Retirement Fund.  

Also provides investments of the Indiana State Teachers Retirement Fund  are subject to IC 21-6.1-3-9
including PL 37-1996.

Adds IC 5-10.2-7 concerning Voluntary Supplemental Retirement Plans.
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PUBLIC LAW 43 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1584.  EFFECTIVE VARIOUS DATES.  INDIANA STATE
TEACHERS' RETIREMENT FUND AND PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT FUND. INVESTMENTS.
Amends Sections of IC 5-10.5-2 concerning investment guidelines for these boards.

PUBLIC LAW 46 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 9.  EFFECTIVE MAY 6, 1997 AND JULY 1, 1997.  PUBLIC
DEPOSITORIES AND INVESTMENTS.  Amends IC 5-13-7 and IC 
5-13-8-1 to remove designation requirements for local boards of finance.  

Amends IC 5-13-8-1 to provide a political subdivision may deposit public funds in a financial institution only
if the financial institution is a depository eligible to receive state funds.  The State Board of Finance shall
make available information concerning financial institutions eligible to receive state funds as may be
requested by a local board of finance.  A local board of finance may rely on certificates described in IC 5-
13-9.5-1(d).  

Also amends IC 5-13-8-6 concerning expiration of designations.

Also amends IC 5-13-8-7(c) to provide not later than thirty (30) days after a local board of finance revokes
the commission of a depository, the local board of finance shall give written notice of the action to the Board
of Depositories.  

Repeals IC 5-13-8-8 concerning local boards of finance filing lists of designated depositories with the "State
Board for Depositories".

Amends IC 5-13-8-13 concerning designation of depositories to the State Board of Finance.  

Amends IC 5-13-8-9; IC 5-13-9-3; and IC 5-13-9-5 and refers to deposits 
instead of investments.  

Amends IC 5-13-9.5-1 to add: Except as provided in IC 5-13-8-1 and IC 5-13-8-7, designation of a
depository to receive public funds of the state qualifies a depository to receive public funds of a political
subdivision. 

PUBLIC LAW 47 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 10.  EFFECTIVE MAY 13, 1997.  OPTICAL CHECK
IMAGING.  Amends IC 5-15-6-3 to provide as used in this section, "original records" includes the optical
image of a check when: (1) the check is recorded, copied, or reproduced by an optical imaging process
described in subsection (e); and (2) the drawer of the check receives an optical image of the check after
the check is processed for payment. 

Also amends section (e) to provide copies, recreations or reproductions made from an optical image of a
public record described in this subsection shall be received as evidence in any court in which the original
record could have been introduced if the recreations, copies, or reproductions are properly certified as to
authenticity and accuracy by an official custodian of the records.  Also provides original records may only
be disposed of in accordance with IC 5-15-6-3(f).
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Also amends section (f) to provide original records may be disposed of only with the approval of the
commission according to guidelines established by the commission.  However, the guidelines established
by the commission concerning the disposal of financial records must be approved by the State Board of
Accounts before the guidelines become effective.  

PUBLIC LAW 48 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1067.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  HANDICAPPED
PARKING - ENFORCEMENT OF VIOLATIONS.  Allows cities and towns to appoint volunteers to issue
summonses and complaints.

PUBLIC LAW 49 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1158.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1998.  PUBLIC PURCHASING.
Adds IC 5-22 to provide substantial changes in the public purchasing, contracting, and disposal of property
statutes. 

Public/private agreements.  Adds IC 5-23 concerning public/private agreements and procedures.  

PUBLIC LAW 51 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1487. EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1998.  ASSESSING.  Makes
changes to various sections of IC 6-1.1 concerning ownership for assessing purposes.  Additionally adds
IC 6-1.1-5-16 concerning assessing officials consolidating existing contiguous parcels.  

PUBLIC LAW 52 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1536. EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  CEMETERIES.  Adds IC
23-14 which revises the cemetery law.  

Adds IC 23-14-63, Conveyance of Township Cemeteries to Private Corporations. Provides a petition
process for conveyance of a cemetery owned by a township to a corporation for maintenance of a
cemetery.  

Adds IC 23-14-64, Conveyance of Cemetery Association Land to Townships to provide "This chapter
applies whenever the board of directors of a cemetery 
association existing under any Indiana statute before March 9, 1939, determines by a majority vote to
convey the real estate belonging to the association to the township in which the association's cemetery is
located."

"A township trustee may accept a conveyance of real estate described in section 1 of this chapter.  After
the conveyance, the township trustee shall maintain the cemetery as a public cemetery."  

(a) "If a cemetery association that conveys real estate to a township under this chapter has endowment
funds, cash, securities, or other assets, the funds, cash, securities, or other assets shall be paid over to the
township trustee when the real estate owned by the association is conveyed to the township."  

"b) A township trustee who received cash, securities, endowment funds, or other assets under subsection
(a) may use them only:

(1) to purchase additional land for the cemetery;
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(2) to make permanent improvements to the cemetery; or
(3) for the upkeep and maintenance of the cemetery."

"All expenses incurred by the trustee in administering this chapter shall be paid out of the township fund
of the township."

Adds IC 23-14-68, Care of Cemeteries by Townships, to require townships to maintain all cemeteries
described in IC 23-14-68-1(a), within the township.  Provides a trustee who fails to perform the duties under
the chapter commits a Class C infraction.

Adds IC 23-14-69, Establishment of Public Cemeteries by Townships.  

Provides for care, maintenance, donations, and use of the cemetery, including selling of lots.  Also provides
that all expenses for IC 23-14-69 shall be paid from the township fund.  

Adds IC 23-14-73 concerning Grave Markers of Deceased Soldiers.

Adds IC 23-14-75 concerning eminent domain procedures for acquisition of cemetery land.

Repeals IC 23-14-1 to IC 23-14-30.

PUBLIC LAW 54 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1633.  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1998.  ASSESSMENTS
AND REHABILITATIONS.  Amends IC 6-1.1-12-22 concerning rehabilitations and deductions from
assessed values.  

PUBLIC LAW 56 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1539.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  PETITION
REMONSTRANCE.  Amends IC 6-1.1-20-3.1 to provide in item (5) each petition must be verified under
oath by at least one (1) qualified petitioner in a manner described by the State Board of Accounts before
the petition is filed with the county auditor under subdivision (6).  

Also amends IC 6-1.1-20-3.2 to provide that the petitions for remonstrance must be verified in the manner
prescribed by the State Board of Accounts.  Also makes various other changes in the petition of
remonstrance  process.

PUBLIC LAW 57 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1777.  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1997 (RETROACTIVE);
JANUARY 1, 1998.  Homestead Credit to 10% from 1998 through 2001, 2002 and thereafter to 4%. 

PUBLIC LAW 58 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1510.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  EMERGENCY
PROPERTY TAX SHORTFALL.  Adds IC 6-1.1-21-7 concerning a taxing unit receiving a loan to replace
lost revenue as a result of an act of the United States Congress.  
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PUBLIC LAW 59 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 360.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997, FEBRUARY 28, 1998.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS.  Amends and adds to IC 13 concerning environmental matters including
hazardous substances on property acquired by political subdivisions.  

PUBLIC LAW 65 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1785.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  SPECIAL FUELS.
Amends and adds to various sections of IC 6-6-2.5 concerning reporting requirements to the Indiana
Revenue Department and special fuels.  

PUBLIC LAW 66 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1811.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  LOCAL DISASTER
EMERGENCIES.  Amends IC 10-4-1-23 to provide that emergency personnel may not be prohibited from
traveling on local streets during the emergency in certain situations.  

PUBLIC LAW 79 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1714.  EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 1997 AND JULY 1, 1997.
HYDRANT RENTAL.  Amends IC 8-1-2-103 concerning customers being excluded from certain hydrant
rental charge rate increases.

PUBLIC LAW 86 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 417.  EFFECTIVE MAY 13, 1997. COMMERCIAL BUSES
USED IN ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES.  Adds IC 8-2.1-25 concerning inspection of commercial buses
used in organizational activities.  Organization includes a public or private school.

PUBLIC LAW 90 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT  1406.  EFFECTIVE MAY 8, 1997 AND JULY 1, 1997.  FIRE
FIGHTING AND EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT REVOLVING LOAN FUND.  Amends IC 22-12-1-18.7 to add
the executive of a township providing fire protection under IC 36-8-13-3(a)(1) the definition of "Qualified
Entity".

PUBLIC LAW 102 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1865.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  INDIANA STATE WIDE
TRUNKING SYSTEM.  Adds IC 10-1-10 to provide for the Indiana Statewide 800 MHz Public Safety
Trunking System.

PUBLIC LAW 109 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 477.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997 AND JULY 1, 1998.
PLANNING COUNCIL.   Adds IC 12-14-26 to create local planning councils.  

Adds Section 4 effective July 1, 1997 to establish the County Governments Study Commission.  One
member to be appointed is a township trustee. The Commission shall study how to improve the
effectiveness and efficiency of county government.

PUBLIC LAW 110 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 66.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  PUBLIC BUILDINGS.
Amends IC 16-41-37-2 to include a station for paid fire fighters within the definition of public buildings. 
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PUBLIC LAW 116 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 316.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  FAMILY SUPPORT
COUNCIL.  Adds IC 12-11-10-6 to establish the family support council to assist in developing state policies
and programs that have an impact on individuals with disabilities in their families.  

PUBLIC LAW 126 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 340.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997. DRINKING WATER
REVOLVING LOAN PROGRAM.  Adds IC 13-8-21, Drinking Water Revolving Loan Program.  Establishes
the Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund to provide money for loans or other financial assistance for the
benefit of political subdivisions for the planning; designing; construction; renovation; improvements;
expansion; or any combination of the above for drinking water systems that will facilitate compliance with
national primary drinking water regulations applicable.  Provides for the charging of fees for cost and
services incurred in review and consideration of applications for loans and other assistance to political
subdivisions.  

PUBLIC LAW 133 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1917.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  SOLID WASTE
DISTRICTS.  Amends IC 13-26 requiring notice to governmental entities with territory in proposed districts.

PUBLIC LAW 173 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 483.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  SOLICITATION OF
MONEY.  Adds IC 24-4.6-3 to provide a person may not solicit or otherwise request money from the public
for any purpose used in the name of a public safety agency.  

PUBLIC LAW 176 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 12.  EFFECTIVE MAY 13, 1997. DECEPTIVE
COMMERCIAL SOLICITATION.  Adds IC 24-5-19 including notices concerning governmental entities.  

 
PUBLIC LAW 204 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1057.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  JURY FEES.  Amends
IC 33-19 to increase certain jury fees to $15 per day while serving and to $40 per day after the jury is
impaneled.  

PUBLIC LAW 214 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1230.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  PUBLIC SERVANTS.
Amends IC 35-44-2-3 concerning persons falsely representing to be public servants.  

PUBLIC LAW 222 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1468.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997. SEPARATELY
ELECTED TOWNSHIP ASSESSORS.  Amends IC 36-6-8-10 concerning budgets including litigation
expenses.

PUBLIC LAW 228 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 418.  EFFECTIVE MAY 13, 1997 AND JULY 1, 1997.
MILITARY BASE REUSE AUTHORITY.  Amends and adds IC 36-7-30 concerning fees implemented by
reuse authority.     
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PUBLIC LAW 231 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1387.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  FIRE PENSION
BENEFITS.  Amends IC 36-8 concerning fire pension benefits.

PUBLIC LAW 232 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1361.  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  1997 FIRE FIGHTERS'
PENSION AND DISABILITY FUND.  Amends IC 36-8-8-10 concerning retirement after twenty (20) years
of active service and benefits to certain retired members.  

PUBLIC LAW 240 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 135.  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1997 (RETROACTIVE)
COMMISSION ON WORKING POOR.  Amends Public Law 93-1995 to require the final written report to
the Legislative Council before January 1, 1998, specifying in the final plan or plans for providing health care
coverage for the working poor.  

PUBLIC LAW 242 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 194.   EFFECTIVE APRIL 30, 1997. LOCAL
GOVERNMENT FINANCE STUDY COMMISSION.  Makes several non-code technical corrections to
original Public Law concerning the Commission.

Amends Public Law 172-1994 to provide the Commission expires November 2, 2001.

PUBLIC LAW 243 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 224.  EFFECTIVE APRIL 28, 1997.  FAMILY AND SOCIAL
SERVICES EVALUATIONS COMMITTEE.  Establishes the Family and Social Services Evaluation
Committee to examine the organizational structure of the Office of the Secretary of Family and Social
Services.  

PUBLIC LAW 247 - HOUSE ENROLLED ACT 1141.  EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1997 (RETROACTIVE).
TOWNSHIP LEVY INCREASES.  Provides Sections 1 through 5 to provide certain townships to have levy
increases to pay the cost of providing fire protection.  

SPECIAL SESSION

PUBLIC LAW 253 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 5 (SS).  EFFECTIVE VARIOUS DATES. PROPERTY TAX
STUDY COMMITTEE, COMPUTER SALES, ELECTRONIC DIGITAL SIGNATURE ACT.  Adds IC 2-5-24.1
concerning the Committee.

Adds IC 6-2.5-5-38, similar language to House Enrolled Act 375, concerning exempt sales of qualified
computer equipment if (1) the seller is a service center or school; (2) the purchaser is a parent or guardian
of a student 
who is enrolled in a school, (3) the qualified computer equipment is sold to the parent or guardian under
IC 6-3.1-15-12.

Also adds IC 5-24, Electronic Digital Signatures Act concerning digital signatures on documents received
by or filed with the State being effective if the signature meets certain criteria.  

(1) It is unique to the person using it.
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(2) It is capable of verification.
(3) It is under the sole control of the person using it.
(4) It is linked to data in such a manner that if the data are
changed, the digital signature is invalidated.
(5) It conforms to the rules adopted by the State Board of
Accounts.

The State Board of Accounts shall implement and administer a method used by the State to conduct
authenticated electronic transactions using digital signatures.  
 
Repeals House Enrolled Act 1945-1997, Sections 6, 39, 41; Senate Enrolled Act 375-1997, Section 6.  

Also provides the State Board of Accounts shall adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to implement IC 5-24.

PUBLIC LAW 255 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 003 (SS).  EFFECTIVE JUNE 4, 1997 AND JULY 1, 1997.
PROFESSIONAL SPORTS DEVELOPMENT AREA (PSDA).  Adds IC 36-7-31.3 concerning PSDA.

PUBLIC LAW 258 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 12 (SS)  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.  Makes numerous
changes to the workers' compensation and occupational diseases law.

PUBLIC LAW 259 - SENATE ENROLLED ACT 11 (SS)  EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1997.   Amends IC 22-4
concerning unemployment compensation and a single rate schedule.


